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A cute scientist of 'atomic energy'fame
DR. HOMI JEHANGIR BHABHA
Homi Jehangir Bhabha (1909 to
1966), father of Indian nuclear
programme, key person behind the es-
tablishment of atomic energy plants in
India was born in 1909 in Bombay in a
rich Parsi family. Besides his scien-
tific skill, he had keen interest in paint-
ing, poetry and Western music.
He was proud to be a product of Elphinstone College,
Bombay. Later he went to Cambridge and took his Ph.D. in
1934. He had the good fortune of working with Niels Bohr,
Enrico Fermi. In 1937 Bhabha's specialized study was in cos-
mic rays, by which he became world famous. He did work on
'mesons' which are subatomic elementary particles more mas-
sive than electrons but lighter than protons and neutrons.
Bhabha returned to India in 1940.
Further bio-data and achievements
1941 Fellow Royal Society of London. Fellow, Indian
National Science Academy.
1941-42 Reader and later Professor of physics at the In-
dian Institute of Science, Bangalore,